
 
 
 

CSSA – ABOUT US 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Catholic Secondary Schools Association, NSW/ACT (CSSA) has operated for over forty 
years to provide Catholic secondary schools with a forum for exploring contemporary 
professional developments.  The Association, which is recognised by the NSW Bishops’ 
Conference, has as its President the Chairman of the Episcopal Conference of New South 
Wales. 
 
The CSSA was established in response to the Wyndham Review of New South Wales 
Secondary Education, published in 1957.  The key aims of the Association, as specified in its 
Constitution are to: 
 

·  Promote Christian Education; and 
 

·  Promote means for communication among teachers 
in Catholic secondary schools by meetings and 
dissemination of information. 

 
Consistent with theses key aims, the CSSA: 
 

·  Organises information forums on key curriculum issues 
and other topics for secondary schools, typically three 
each year; and 

 
·  Provides Trial HSC exam papers for schools, a service 

that has been provided since 1967. 
 
 
The CSSA Trial HSC Exam Program 
 
Originally developed for use in Catholic schools, the CSSA Trial HSC exam papers are now 
available to all schools/colleges using the New South Wales’ senior secondary curriculum.  At 
present well over 500 schools purchase the CSSA papers including 5 overseas schools. and in 
excess of 50% of participating schools are from the Government school sector. 
 
Our aim at present is to continue having a strong focus on meeting the needs of all schools that 
use our service.  We are dedicated to developing a comprehensive examination program for 
Year 12 students in all schools and colleges following the New South Wales curriculum.  The 
purpose of this program is twofold: 
 

·  It seeks to provide students with quality exam papers 
that will serve as a sound basis for their preparation of 
the HSC Examination later in the year; and 

 
·  It will provide schools with external instruments that 

may be used to judge the effectiveness of their 
teaching in preparing their students for these end-of-
course examinations. 

 



Preparing the Trial HSC Papers 
 
A highly experienced teacher is appointed as the Subject Convenor to head a group of 
experienced teachers to construct the Trial Paper or papers in each subject.  On completion of 
the first draft of the exam paper, the paper is subject to a rigorous quality assurance process 
where it is independently reviewed by an Assessor who ensures that the paper is fair to all 
students and that the paper contains no errors. 
 
The production process begins when the content of the paper is finalised.  The paper is “desk-
topped” into its final format by CSSA staff and the printing and distribution of the exam papers 
and associated marking guidelines/solutions arranged by an outside contractor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ensuring Program Integrity  
 
A number of initiatives have been introduced to the CSSA exam program in recent years and 
will continue again this year.  These initiatives include: 
   

·  Principals are required to certify in writing acceptance of the CSSA Terms 
and  Conditions 

·  Schools ordering a minimum number of papers who do not use the CSSA 
papers for their actual Trial HSC exams will receive their papers at the end of 
the CSSA exam security period.   

·  In the interests of maintaining the security of the CSSA papers and the 
integrity of our program, schools & colleges are asked to collect and retain 
CSSA exam papers  with the students’ scripts until the end of the 
nominated CSSA exam security period . 

·  It is the firm expectation of the CSSA that schools will NOT modify any of the 
CSSA papers.  One exception to this requirement is where a topic has yet to 
be covered in class.   

·  It should be noted that the practice of some schools of “re-badging” and 
reprinting the CSSA papers is in breach of copyright legislation . 

·  Late Fees - orders received after May 1 will attract a 10% late fee.  Any order 
received after June 1 will attract a 20% late fee. Any order received after   
July 1 will attract a 20% late fee and will additionally incur a postage and 
handling cost at the time of ordering. 

·  Also, Principals are asked to ensure that any of their teachers who act as 
Private Tutors are NOT given access to the exam papers prior to the 
examination period. This condition applies, also, to teachers whose relatives 
are sitting the HSC.  

 

These initiatives seek to safeguard the security of the exam papers and integrity of the total 
CSSA Trial HSC program.  It is essential, therefore, that undertakings made are honoured by 
individual schools so that the CSSA Trial HSC program continues to be a valid component in 
assessing Year 12 students’ achievement as they prepare for the HSC. 

 



Past Papers 

Past papers in electronic format are available to those schools who order the CSSA Trial HSC 
papers for their Year 12 candidature.  CSSA Trial HSC Examination papers in both hard and 
electronic format are subject to copyright law.  Individual papers may contain third Party 
Copyright materials.  No CSSA papers are to be reproduced (photocopied, scanned) or 
communicated by schools except in accordance with the Copyright Act 1968.  CSSA papers are 
provided for examination purposes only and should not be made available to students for any 
other purpose than examination and assessment.  CSSA Trial HSC Examination Papers must 
not be placed on the school intranet, the internet or on any mobile device. 
 
Schools that order only the minimum number of papers in all subjects (5 papers per subject) are 
still able to access these electronic copies of the past papers for a nominal charge.  Schools 
requiring these past papers should contact the CSSA office by e-mail. 
�
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

What Papers are Available? 
 

Recent feedback has indicated that some teachers may not be aware of the full range of exam 
papers that are available as part of the CSSA Trial HSC program.  Accordingly, the listing of   
subjects for which we prepare papers is: 
�

English Standard, Advanced, Extension 1, ESL  
 

Mathematics, all courses 
 

Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Senior Science 
Earth and Environmental Science 
 

Ancient History, Modern History and  
History Extension 
Geography, Business Studies, Economics 
Legal Studies, Society and Culture 
Studies of Religion 1 and 2 
 

Design and Technology, Engineering Studies 
Food Technology 
Textiles and Design 
Information Process and Technology 
Software Design and Development 
Industrial Technology Timber Products 
Industrial Technology Multi Media 
 

PD Health PE,  
Community and Family Studies 
 

Visual Arts, Drama, Music 1 and 2 
 

VET Courses – Business Services, Construction, Hosp itality, 
Information Technology and Retail Operations  
 

The cost of these papers varies according to the size of the paper with the complete price 
structure presented by clicking on the button below on our home page 
 



Contact Us 
 
The contact details for any matter relating to the CSSA Trial HSC Examination program  
are as follows: 
 
 
 

Catholic Secondary Schools Association 
Trial HSC Examination Division 

 
P O Box 255 

Merrylands NSW 2160 
 

Telephone:  9637 7101 
 

E-mail: trial.exams@cssa.catholic.edu.au  
 

Website: www.cssa.catholic.edu.au  
 

Fax:  9637 7048 
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